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The Faculty of Education at the University of Hull is establishing a research collaborations network which draws in research intensive institutions from across East and South East Asia to forge research partnerships with UK, Central and Northern European HEIs. One of the paradoxes of research in internationalisation in higher education is that academic debate has long been dominated by scholars from the developed and predominantly Anglophone world, notably Australia, USA, Canada and the UK or the countries that are broadly categorised as ‘the West’. These limited perspectives are increasingly being challenged by a range of scholars who refer to the more complex histories, ideologies and policies of internationalisation from local, ‘non-western’ perspectives (Leite, 2010; Yang, 2014). 
Perhaps most evidently at present, this sea change in perspectives can be observed in Chinese higher education which is undergoing fundamental transformations. China has developed strong and coherent internationalisation strategies that are beginning to tip the balance of the global higher education system in favour of the east (Marginson, 2014). As Yang (2014) notes:
‘China has reached another phase of global engagement and internationalization in higher education, a new form of internationalization in the making, shifting from a one-way import of foreign (Western) knowledge into China to a much-improved balance between introducing the world to China and bringing China to the world’ (2014: 157).

Such visible transformations taking place in China are reflected elsewhere in East Asia and in nations such as Japan, South Korea and Singapore higher and tertiary education continue to be integral to the development of economies and societies. The emerging higher education systems of the ASEAN union of nations are, however, less consistently developed with Vietnam, for example, being underfunded and slow to change in comparison to its East Asian neighbours (Tran, Marginson et al, 2014). 
This network aims to provide an opportunity for scholars to channel and exploit new forms of internationalisation in support of the development of multilateral research networks. The aims of the network are:
· To enable the development of sustainable higher education research partnerships between East and South East Asia and Europe
· To strengthen and capitalise on the existing research networks of partners in the network
· To support emerging systems of higher education (e.g. Vietnam) by sharing research capacity and expertise 
· To provide the opportunity to engage in high quality internationalised research which enhances the global reputation and institutional esteem of those involved 
· To collaborate in bids for international research grants 
· To work together on high quality publications based on internationalised research and shared exchange of ideas
· To develop partnerships built on mutual trust and shared values which encourage the adoption of new forms of internationalisation, transforming conventional ways of thinking and practising
· To provide opportunities for all partners to learn from the long standing research, governance and educational traditions of partner institutions in both the East and West.  
The network is intended as an open forum which invites suggestions on its organisational form, key objectives and research directions. 
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