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An (unre p re se nta t ive ) e xp e rie nce  of ind e b te d ne ss
Who p a id  for m e ?

Pre -2012 Se condary school and  sixth form  in Surre y Local authority

2012-13 Ne w £9000  fe e s introduce d ; gap  ye ar studying  for BTEC 
Foundation Dip lom a in Art and  De sign a t FE colle ge Local authority

2013-16 Unive rs ity of Wa rwick, His tory BA Stud e nt  Loa n Pla n  2

2016-17 Unive rsity of Warwick, Global and  Com parative  History MA 
De partm e ntal 
stude ntship , waive d  
fe e s

2017-21
Unive rsity of Warwick, History PhD: ‘Im ag ining  the  Role  of the  
Stude nt in Socie ty: ide as of British highe r e ducation policy and  
pe dagogy 1957-1972’

De partm e ntal stipe nd  a t 
UKRI m inim um , waive d  
fe e s

2021-22 Unive rsity of Warwick, Early Care e r Te aching  and  Re se arch 
Fe llow, Institute  for Advance d  Te aching  and  Le arning  -

2022-
cu rre nt Re se arche r, Edge  Foundation -



Loa ns  a nd  g ra nts  
“the  m a jority of s tud e nts  ta ke  voca t iona l d e g re e s  [which] m e a ns  tha t  
the  b e ne fit s  a cc rue  ove rwhe lm ing ly to  the  ind ivid ua l. It is  for the se  
re asons - p rofitab ility, m otive , and  ind ividual be ne fits  -  that the  cos ts  of 
h ig he r e d uca t ion a re  m ost  a p p rop ria te ly fina nce d  b y loa ns . The re  are  
no good  rounds, social or e conom ic , for m e e ting  the m  out of tax-
finance d  g rants . This  m e thod  is  e conom ically unsound , in that it d isrup ts  
the  working  of norm al com pe titive  force s in e qualis ing  ra te s  of re turn on 
various kinds of inve stm e nt; and  it is  soc ia lly unjus t , in  tha t  it  
re d is t rib u te s  incom e  from  the  p oor a nd  the  s tup id  in  fa vour of the  rich  
a nd  the  in te llig e nt .” 

Me m ora nd um  sub m it te d  b y Dr. D. S. Le e s , 28  June  1961, in
Com m itte e  on Highe r Education, 'Highe r Education: Writte n and  Oral 
Evide nce  Re ce ive d  by the  Com m itte e  Appointe d  by the  Prim e  Ministe r 
unde r the  Chairm anship  of Lord  Robb ins, 1961-1963', Part 2 
(London: HMSO, 1964), p . 110



Loa ns  a nd  g ra nts  

That be cause  HE atte ndance  has a  social re turn and  a  large  ind ividual 
re turn, s tude nts  should  be  e xpe cte d  to take  on som e  burde n of the  cost 
of the ir e ducation. 

Versus: 

On the  balance  of how far future  fre e dom s are  e nab le d  by the  re duction 
of fre e dom s in the  p re se nt, how far is  it right that re source s should  be  
re d istribute d  from  the  ge ne ral population to fund  highe r e ducation?



Frust ra t ion 1: p oor b a la nce  of fre e d om s tod a y



Frust ra t ion 2: re g re ss ive  re p a ym e nts



Frust ra t ion 3: d e g ra d a t ion of HE a s  a  p la ce  to  s ta rt  a  ca re e r
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